GREATER GOLDEN HILL CLEAN, GREEN, AND SAFE

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

MINUTES MONDAY May 4, 2009 –APPROVED

I. Introduction

a.  Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Carole Caffey, at 6:30 pm at ETHOS Church, 835 E Street, San Diego CA 92102.

b.  Roll Call, Quorum Count, Approval of March Minutes

Member absent without notification: Ben Nicholls (first absence under bylaws regulations)

Excused absences:  Bill Hilsdorf, Curtis Neidert
Present:  Barbara Houlton, David Skillman, John Kroll, Lisa Vella,  Norm Starr, Chris Blatt, Michelle Dullea, Robert Hansen, Laura Stansell, Carole Caffey
Attending from CDC:  Alex Ibarra, MAD Program Manager

City Council Representative for Councilmember Todd Gloria: Anthony Bernal, 619-236-6633. abernal@sandiego.gov

No changes in membership. A quorum being present, the meeting continued. Chris Blatt moved and John Kroll seconded the motion that the April minutes be approved.  The motion passed 4-0-3 by those present, members not present in April abstaining.

II Public Comments

A statement was provided by Barbara McGill, included as Attachment A.

III Agenda Action Items

a.  Advertised Community meeting

This item was moved forward and heard out of order.  A discussion of planning a date and format for an annual meeting resulted in a motion by Barbara Houlton to hold the annual meeting on July 6, 2009.  Lisa Vella seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.  A committee was appointed by the chair, Carole Caffee, consisting of Barbara Houlton, John Kroll, David Skillman, and Carole Caffee.

The Old House Fair will be June 20, and plans will be made to distribute flyers at that time, complete details to be provided at the June meeting for a vote.

b.  A Proposed Letter to the City Attorney

David Skillman moved that a proposed letter to the City Attorney from OC be sent, asking them to do what they can to move the pending lawsuit to trial.  He stated that the lack of legal clarity is interfering with the operation of the GGH MAD.  John Kroll seconded the motion.  It was determined that not everyone had seen the lawsuit, and that additional information would improve the letter.  David Skillman withdrew his motion and will re-submit the letter.

IV.  Agenda Discussion Items

a.  Sidewalk Repairs

David Skillman introduced the discussion of the possibility of using the proposed $330,000 of GGH MAD funds for sidewalk repair in the form of a loan to the City.  The funds would be for the City’s half of the existing 50/50 split with the affected property owners. The loan would be repaid when the bonds for infrastructure repair are sold.  (In other words, GGH MAD would loan the City money to do its work).  This resulted in considerable discussion.  Since, the City Attorney has been asked for an opinion regarding the legality of these sidewalk repairs under MAD, this item was deferred until that answer is forthcoming.

V.  Agenda Information Items

a.  Program Manager’s Report – Alex Ibarra

Alex Ibarra provided the April 2009 report with no financials.  It is attached as Attachment B.  The use of GH MAD funds for Balboa Park improvements resulted in a request for legal clarification of the boundaries.

b.  CDC Report – Laura Stansell

Larua Stansell reported that the Program Manager’s report was sufficient.

VI For Next Meeting – Items for next Agenda – Reminders

a.  Letter to City Attorney

b.  OC Annual Community Meeting

c.  MAD Boundaries

VII Deferred Items

c.  Annual Meeting

This item was discussed under Action Item a, Advertised Community meeting.

d.  Communication and Customer Service

Michelle Dullea  withdrew this item.

VII.  Adjournment

The next meeting is scheduled at 6:30 pm at the Ethos Church, 25th and E St on June 1, 2009.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35.

ATTACHMENT A

PUBLIC COMMENTS RE. SIDEWALK REPAIR, BARBARA MCGILL

I am quite stunned that this publicly elected board would even entertain the notion to LOAN the city money for its part of a 50-50 split for sidewalk repair with the property owner.

Proposition 218, which guides MADs/BIDs, is clear:  Assessment monies may NOT be used for “pouring concrete” for sidewalk repair, that is BASIC.  

Our MAD assessments are to be used to ENHANCE our properties; I live in Zone 2 Residential……since MAD’s enactment, I have received no ENHANCED service for the additional monies that I have paid.

Additionally, I wonder how and which property owners’ sidewalks are chosen, IF the CDC decides to break the law and repair them?

I feel that You, as a board, are placing yourselves in a very dangerous position.  

As I understand local issues, there is one, perhaps two, lawsuits against the MAD itself.

Why travel a path to possible further illegalities?

ATTACHMENT B –CDC MAD PROGRAM MANAGER’S REPORT – April 2009

	PROJECT/PROGRAM ACTIVITIES:
COMMUNITY & PARTNERSHIPS:
FUNDRAISING:
GRANTWRITING:
	Clean, Green and Safe
Clean, Green and Safe:
1)
The Cleaning and Trash Removal Services: The month consisted of above 60 Hot
Jobs  (Maintenance and Services reported by Community).  Urban Corp.
completed above 500 maintenance jobs  (weeding, graffiti removal, and
pickup of illegal dumping).
2)    We have a Cleaning Schedule for Urban Corp up on our Website.
3)
We have contacted many City entities and are waiting clarification from the
City Attorney's office about Sidewalk Repairs within the coming weeks.
4)    Trash Receptacles: please give suggestions of placement.
5)
Canyon:   We have met with the City on lining the gateway entrances to
Juniper Canyon with river rock, also the permission to enter the canyon to
remove the remaining large items from the canyon cleanup on 3-14-09.   We
are now awaiting a memo describing the work and our responsibility.
6)
I have met with Casey Smith (Open Space Division) on enhancing the trail
around Golf Course Drive.   I am waiting a bid from Urban Corp.  The work
will continue to 26th St. Trail that goes down to Pershing St. This will be done
as Canyon Trials/Beautification Category under the Budget.
7)
I have met with Mike Tully to help out on the restoration of the Golden Hill
Fountain (next to the Community Garden).
8)
United Pacific Landscaping started tree service. They will be done at the end
of the week or early next with everything south of A St. and on July 1st start
on everything north of A St.      Drew (City Arborist) has opened up the Palm
Tree contract to us.
9)
I willbe reporting   info to the community through tweeter,(www.Twitter.com/CleanGreenSafe)
10)  Reimbursement: We received in April $28,850.53 in reimbursements.
There have been talks with Albert Einstein to work together to beautify the community and engage the students, parents and staff.
We are finalist for the San Diego Architecture Foundation Grant ($25,000). Two of our projects have been selected into the final four. Again these applications were submitted with strong mention of our Clean, Green and Safe program.
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